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Using Expectations 
to Present Text

Often visualize document metadata and terms

Shift to relations within a context

Context of expectations of a knowledgeable 
reader













Interact with Model 
of News Situation

Gathers and assembles info in news situation

Reads looking for patterns “x kidnapped y” 

Anticipates and answers questions

How did this begin?  How did it end?

What happened overall?

Who’s involved?



Limitations and
Next Steps

Privileges particular news sources

Potential to support user-selection of sources 

Generic situations are human authored

Learn new situations types from corpus

Situations impose a single perspective

Multiple interpretations relevant when 
discovering thematic knowledge



Conclusion

Associated Press ethnography of news readers:                                                              
The news “audience is looking to be transported to 
relevant information no matter its source.  Where 
online consumers once surfed and bookmarked news 
sites, users now wonder why a logical trail 
through the news can't simply unfold, link by 
link, across a multitude of sources.”

More information:       
www.cs.northwestern.edu/~ewagner


